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1. What are Low Traffic Neighbourhoods?

2. What is the ‘problem’ with Low Traffic 
Neighbourhoods?

3. Engaging the public: how we are applying our 
learning 
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2. What is the ‘problem’ with Low Traffic 
Neighbourhoods? (in the UK)
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Bristol, Dec 2024Oxford, 2022
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• ‘Motornormativity’ (Walker et al. 2023)

• Media framing of LTNs
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• Discourse around LTNs

 - threat to individual drivers’ rights
 -ill-conceived interventions

 “War on motorists”

 “Hare-brained schemes”



Tackling Root causes Upstream of 
Unhealthy Urban Development

The Green Party, 2024

https://x.com/TheGreenParty/status/1786474062518120631
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Health evidence-free space

Engaging the public – scope for improvement and innovation

Addressing expressed concerns

Countering divisive narrative with evidence and improved 
engagement
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New ‘Keep Bristol Moving’ initiative
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3. Strategies for engaging the public 
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Testing materials and methods for early, health evidence-informed, 
deliberative public engagement for Low Traffic Neighbourhoods (LTNs)

        www.truud.ac.uk
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“People need a reason to buy into 
change”
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3. Engaging the public: applying our learning 

 (i) framing health evidence to emphasise current risk and potential for  
positive change

 (ii) introducing more reciprocal, deliberative engagement

 (iii) testing lived experience evidence - short films
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(i) Framing health evidence to emphasise current risk and potential for 
positive change
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Local maps with explainers
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Extrium: England Noise and Air Quality 
Viewer
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2. What is the problem with LTNs?

Transport
for London, 
2024

https://content.tfl.gov.uk/tfl-impacts-of-low-traffic-neighbourhoods-feb-2024-acc.pdf
https://content.tfl.gov.uk/tfl-impacts-of-low-traffic-neighbourhoods-feb-2024-acc.pdf
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(iii) introducing more reciprocal, deliberative methods
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It was like a very loose  
‘wish list’

type of thing … nothing 
constructive

was discussed as such 
 

I think you need to set the 
goalposts of a conversation – 
of saying, ‘This is what we’ve 
got – this is the control that 
we have, and what we can do

- Avoid blanket ‘wish lists’
              - what is the starting point of conversations?
              - what understanding and expectations are being created?    
  - what is being exchanged?
              - how is information collected used and fed back?
            
      - What forms of reciprocity are at play?
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• Health evidence as central element

• Problem-focussed

• Discursive

Exploring forms of deliberative 
engagement
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How can health evidence best be used in the introduction of LTNs?

What does good deliberative engagement look like?

What kinds of channels should be used?

What difference does the co-design of materials and methods make?
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(iii) sharing lived experience as evidence - short films
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Lay knowledge

D

Using lay knowledge to transform understanding  of links between the built 
environment and health. TRUUD Briefing, Jan 2024

  https://truud.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Using-lay-knowledge-1.pdf

Illuminates social determinants of 
health and hence the wider 
circumstances and systems that 
shape the conditions of daily life, 
with particular health outcomes 
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https://truud.ac.uk/living-in-unhealthy-places/
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Lived experience in the context of South Bristol Liveable Neighbourhood

• New lived experience film on travelling to school with children in Bristol: 
- challenges facing those living in South Bristol Liveable Neighbourhood area
-  positive impacts of changes

• Exploring other short film options

• Films to be used within discursive engagement and wider promotion of the scheme
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Relevance to Wales and 30 mph zone initiative?:

Wales’s 20mph speed limit saves lives and money. So why has it become a culture-war battlefield? | Will Hayward | 
The Guardian

“Evidence-based policy does work, but you have to own it, explain it and stay the course”

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2024/nov/18/wales-20mph-speed-limit-lives-money-policy
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2024/nov/18/wales-20mph-speed-limit-lives-money-policy
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